THE RAILWAY PROBLEM,

Why There Should Not Be Govern~
ment Ownership cf Rallroads in
This Country.

e Mr. Joseph Nimmo, jr., in a letter to

“=- {he New York Tnbml:“dn_dth-

=kn. As he is regarded by all

to be an authority, hhb,wr:
given entire, being 8 complete answer to
all that has been said in favor of gov-
emmental ownership of railroads:

“In s recent article I attempted fo
show, from the experiences of other na-
tions, the impracticability of govern-
mental ownership and ement of
railroads in the United States. In the
following pages some faots are presented
in regard to the practical results of such
experiments by states in this country.
The states which have made the attempt
and abondoned it in favor of independ-
ent corporate ownership and control are
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Michigan,
Tllinois, Indians, and Georgia.

MASSACHUSETTS.

“If the successful ownership and
mapagement of a railroad by a state
government were practicable, such suc-
cese might bave been confidently ex-

in the commonwealth of Massa- |
chusetts. The Troy & Greenfield Eail-
roed eompany was chartered in 1848, but
after years ofstruggle, ending in fail-
mre, the stats took possession of the en-
tireroad in the year 1866 and completed
jt; the work embraced the Hoosac tun-
nel, the longest railroad tunnel in the
United States. Different plans of ad-
ministration were resorted to, but with-
out success, and in the yesr 1887 the
entire property passed from the posses-
sion o‘!] the a’t'a:o to that of the Fitch-
burg Railroad company. Thus did the
good state of Massachusetts, as the re-
sult of an earnest effort, yield its verdict
injfavor of the proposition that railroad
transportation in this country must be
regarded as a private enterprise and not
as a public function.

PENXSYLVANTA.

“The state of Pennsylvania made the
earliest, and perhaps the boldest, at-
tempt in this country at state railroad
and capal ownership snd control In
pursuance of legislaticn adopted in 1825,
the state embarked in the construction
of a transporiation line from Philadel-

to Pittsburg. This line, begun in

828, consisted of a railroad from Phila-
delphis to Columbia, eighty-four miles
long, where it connected with a canal
extending to the base of tho Allegheny
mountsing. The mountain ermmit was

/ overcome by a system of inclined planes

;o extending to Johnstown, and a canal

on the western slope complsted the line

o to Pittsburg. The boidnees of this en-

terprise is indicated by the fact that
when it was inangurated it was a debat-
ed question as to whether the railroad

~

!

states duri &
been to withdraw from financial sssocia-

mentalities of & state government. The
economies of t were subordi-

railroad was leased to a corporation for
twenty years at & rental of $25,000 a
month, and it is now in the hands of re-
ceivers.

“In a latter dated June 18, 1891, the
Honorable Joseph E. Brown, ex-gov-
ernor of Georgis and ex-United States
senator, gives me the following testi-
mony sgainst governmental control of
railroads:

“i] cannot think that there is any
eerious danger that our government
would be guilty of the folly of at-
tempting to purchase all the railroads
of this country and put them urder
governmental control. Your published
article alone gives sufficient reasons why
such a system would be impracticable
and intolerable.’ "

“Years ago several other statea of the
Union made large loans and granta of
lands, or became large stockholders in
railroads from correct views as to their
enormous powers for developing the
natural resources of the country; but
such states prudently refrained from
any attempt at state management of
railroads. The state of Virginia, for
example, was st one time a subscriber to
two- of the stock of certain rail-
roads and eanals, but was never tempted
into the experiment of state railroad
management. The state of Missouri be-
came the owner of several railroads
upon the defanlt of their obligation
the sfate; but the experiences of other
states deterred the people of Missouri
from the experiment of state manage-
ment; and accordingly such roads were
sold in 1868 to privae corporations.
“The general tendency of all the

ion"of the line should be operated |4:. with railroad construction.

locomotive engines or by horses,
The state of Pennsylvania sold these

“In my previous articie I omitted to

ownership and management.
“The political eviis incident to gov-
ernmental ownershi

bility; but even if u?l:a ware pmh ible, all
experience shows t such, govern-
mental power could not be exercised
beneficially in this conntry.”

THE BEST MARKET.

If there is anything that the “tariff re-
former” has a profound contempt for, it
is the home market. When mention is
made of the valuable home market which

ion is building up for the farmer,
the “tariff reformer’s” nose immediately
ints skyward, and a look of supreme
E;ﬂl‘m possession of his counte-
nance. He scorns to consider so paltry a
thing as the home market. It is “the
markets of the world” that claim his at-
tention and awaken his enthusizam.

And yet, compared to the home mar-
ket the markets of the word are of very
small consequence to the American
farmer. It is at home that most of his

state the experience of Bouth Africa in
railroad ownership and management.
Such attempts have degenerated into a
scaamble for local appropri for
new lines, much after the manner of
making up & ‘river and harbor bill’ in

works to private corporations in the year
1859, as the result of a conviction drawn
trom rience, and never shaken, that
the work of transportation must be re-
garded as a private enterprise and not
aa a public function. congrees. The Sratich ol :
MICHIGAN, ment lines by Canada, in connection
Soon after the admission of Michigan | with its non-paying inter-colonial rail-
into the Union in 1836, the state gov- | way system, has besides given to
ernment entered upon & scheme of rail- | farce of ‘the railroad in polities’
rosd construction and operation, aided | broadest and most flagrant i
by s large land grant from congress for “Five states, viz., New York, Penn-
internal improvementa. The scheme |sylvania, Ohio, Indians and Illinois,
gmbraced the Michigan Central railroad, | have attempted the iment of state
the Michigen Southern railroad, and | ownership and control of canals, a com-
-other Jines. The impracticability of the | paratively simple matter, as the work
-acheme was soon developed. In 1846 | of the state has in each case been con-
-the Michigan Central was sold to s pri- ;
and has not touched the subject of

ration formed by Boston cap- |
r%, rtation charges, and yet the evils

'

“vate co
italists. sale of the Michigan South- | transpo: .
y ®n followed eoon afterwards, and in the | incident to political association
'- year 1850 the people of Michigan in- |such works has been a disturbing ele-
¥ corporated into their constitution a pro- | ment, overshadowed, however, in certain
L vision which forever prohibits the state | instances, by the great commercial ad-
from being in’ in or en in | vantages w such
carrying on any work of internal im-
ement. Thus did the people of |of
E:higan express, &3 the result of prac-
tical experionce, their comviction that
the work of transportation, as well as
the maintenance of & railroad, must be

the state of New York.

S=diiiA 3

tion on Lake Michigan,

river. Thess and other works of a sim-

omy in the work of transportstion;|more than the openin
'L;-sn:lhapmmtﬁmoe.ehlina‘n the gates of the dry
sssentially s part of a gigantic and ex- | yards.

esedingly complex national railroad sys-
tem. This remark applies alzo to all
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products are sold and consumed. Many
farmers do not know it, but it is a fact
that very little of wh:t they raise, com-
paratively, ever finds its way

the borders of the United States. Out-
side of cotton and tobacco, the total ag-
ricultural produets of this country now
amount to $3,000,000,000 per annum.
Of this enormons aggregate, 92 per cent

to | 18 consumed at homs, and only B per

cent exported. That is to say, the bome
market tukes very nearly all the farmer
has to sell, while the foreign market
takes but a trifle.

It is this valusble market that the
republican party has been building up
for the farmer and preserving to him
by wise tariff laws. The competition in
the markets of the world is so sharp

and fierce that the American uoer
geta but a small share of the busi
although republican reciprocity has

markets of the wurld are not to be de-
spised, but they do not compare in im-
ce with the market that is nearesé
to the farmer’s door.
In time, if the present economio

the | i# maintained, the home mnrht‘n:ﬁ

ly, and the
American farmer will be entirely inde-
pendent of foreign purchasers. E:-
thing he has to sell wil find & y
buyer close at hand and a consumer
not many miles away. He will use
American-made and will feed
American mouths, and the country will
t and more
prosperous ihan it bas ever been belore
or any other coustry eam ever become.

A REVENUE TARIFF.

From the Kansas City, Mo., Joursal.
That is what the present tariff in. It

ic works have | raises enough money to meet the gov-
afforded, as, for example, the Erie canal ernment's expenses and obligations with

the aid of the internal revenue taxes,

“The United States governmeni owns | and but little, if any, more. A fow
and operstes several short canale. One | years ago it did more than this It
of these is at the Falls of the Ohio, near hwghtmsnx?lu But the removal
Louisville, and snother is at ihe Falls ntthnguc_lghuuﬂth enactment
of the Sault Ste. Marie, which connects | of the disability n
navigation on Lake Huron with naviga- | gether operated to wipe ot the annual
snd another at | surplus, and, in fact, #o eccasionally
the Des Moines Rapids on the Missouri | threaten a deficit.

pensicn law have to-

No important reductien ean be made

ilar nature are operated free of toll, and | in the pressut custom bhouse recsipts
their mauagement involves very little | without cansing the government serious
and closing of | embarrassment. The question, there-

in our navy | fore, is not whether a certain amount of

roveause ahall be raised, but bow it shall

the other attempts made in this country | articles upon the subject of govern- iff 2 beta
tal and of | republicans insist that these necessary
st railroad management. :'iln wn-llnp managemsat o s - 4
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Mmm t citizen of
St. John, Ean.

A census bulletin ssys: In Kansas
the total area devoted to cotton was 731
acres, producing 212 bales. No report
was made of cotton in Eansas in the
census of 1880,

engaged for a term of three years as ag-
riculturist at Brisbane.

The Topeka Fanciers' association
shipped forty coops of chickens and ten
coops of pigeons to Kansas City to the
Interstate exposition. They have about
100 feet of space there

Sharon Springs Times: A constunt
string of teams from east, south, west
and morth can be seen ocoming to
Eharon BSpri loaded with
wheat; huptmg prices do not ?lmmly
such a rush.

C. Wood Davis, the eminent Kansas
statistician, contributed a two-column
editorial article on “The Probable Prod-
uct of Corn and Osats™ to last Sunday's
New York Sun, on which papar he is a

Topeka : The county is now
taking care of about thirty-five indigent

sbout twenty of whom are on
the poor farm north of the city, and the
remainder at the North Topeka insane
asylam and Christ hospital.

Armourdale item: Mrs. George
Cohick, of South Packard street, put |
strychnine on some bread f;r the pur-

of poisoning rats, and placed i
mun.lplm;bontthehoun
little baby, while playing around
the floor, got hold of a piece of

It soon became
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tractors bave already taken eut a
erection of their baild-
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acre. His oat made a yield of filty-
five bushels his alfalfa seven and
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Dave is under the impression that
ing, when done right, pays much
than any other business.
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In the district court of Lesvemworth
s suit was filed asking Judge Crozier to
order a sale of the Rspid Transis railroad
to satisfy a mortgage. Mr. Summer-
field, oo bebalf of the road, began the

. . ya

TTHL:
o

used to siamp across the face of all local
tickets, and the C, R. L. & P. canpen of
all coupon ticketa

The Chicago, Bock Island & Paeific
R R. company has filed a dsclazation
in the cireuit court st Clicagm, in its

better edifice than the one in which they
now sccustomed to woeship.

;
kel

THE S8ANTA MARIA ARCH.
The illuminations are so magnificent
that people come for miles to see them
sgain and again. An illustration is
given of one of the features, the Santa
Maria arch, which is surmounted by &
model of Columbus’ old ship with the
rigging and sails all defined by incan-
descent electrie lights. This is omly '’
one of the many quadro-centemmial
features of the displays, the others
consisting of globes, arches and other
stones of beauty. Among the grandest
of all is an electrical paporama illus-
trating the discovery of Americs, and
winding wp with an exquisite climax
with the words

printed fu electric lights 150 feet from
theground.

The illmminations will be repeated
on October 13 and again on October 20,
and no one im this section should miss

pecially as the railroads are making
such very low rates to St Louis Na
one need stay away for fear of not get~
ting accommedation at hotels at res-
sonsble prices. The Autumnal Festiv-
ities Association bas erganized a hotel
and boarding buresa, which keeps &
list of 100,000 recms or apartments for
rent, and which furnishes guides for
strangers, in order that they may have
no difficulty in Snding the quarters as-

sigmed to them.

Another never failing sttraction is
the exposition, at which Gilmore’s one
. wmm ﬁ-rmrhd-.iﬁym
world, ve un-
til.ll.*t.ﬂ.lfdnﬂvt_ The for
admission to this great combina of

attractions is 25 eents, which in-

cludes a seat st Gilmore conceria
as well as admission to the art galler-
m*:.nay displa, and mobwith-
¥,

the heavy ineurred,
this fee is large to maks the
exposition self and

. The are still malk-

Domand for Amerienn Corn in Mexion
Wasarscros, D €., October 10.—Secretary
state, advices coming from the United Btales




